THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

extirpated; so no harm happened to the child
excepting that he was covered with mud and slime.
Then he was taken home and washed.

Thus Owlglass was, on one and the same day,
thrice baptised. First, in all proper order and due
form, then in the muddy ditch, and lastly, in warm
water to cleanse him from the dirt.

How all the people of the  Village, both Men and Women,

made  complaints  of young   Owlglass :    and how,   whilst

on  horseback with  his Father,   without his knowledge,   he

made game of them all

OUR young acquaintance, Tyll, began at an
early age to show signs of a decidedly marked
character. He was full of life and spirits, as the other
children of the village found out to their cost, for no
sooner could he crawl amongst them than he played
all manner of tricks. In truth he was more like a
monkey than the child of respectable Christian
parents, and when he had reached the age of four
years he became daily more mischievous. He played
his companions as many tricks daily as he was inches
high, and, as "ill weeds grow apace/' he soon became
almost unbearable; but yet they could not do without
him, so quick was his invention at all games, which,
however, he so contrived that they were sure to end
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